
Francis Center:  Named for a Great Man   

 As you enter the Francis Center building, you are greeted by 
a picture of St. Francis.  Under the picture of Francis are the words, 

“the words of a gentle person can make the violent tremble.”  

 

 Here at Francis Center, we strive to teach gentleness by 
word and example.  We strive to teach social skills to help children 
relate positively to one another as they respond to one another 
with kindness, respect and appreciation. In this way we encourage 
children to help make our world a better place.  

Sister Betty, director of Francis Center, 

stands beside the picture of St. Francis. 

Read, Read, Read 

There is no such thing as a child who hates to read;  

there are only children who have not found the right book.  

                                                                                (Frank Serafini) 

 

 Whenever you come to visit Francis Center, you will see children reading.  All three classrooms 
are filled with books at various levels and for every interest.  You’ll see children reading in our reading 
tents, on our comfortable couches, doing “buddy reading”, reading to their adult helpers, and reading 
with Miss Connie in our special “Magic Penny” Program.  

Spring 2019 



Hooray for our Teachers!   

 

My teacher, how can I ever thank you enough? 

What you have given me will stay with me a lifetime. 

Thank you for believing in me,  

for teaching me with  patience and understanding.   

                                                                  (Catherine Pulsifer) 

 

 Francis Center is very fortunate to have several 
faithful and experienced teachers.   

 This year the teachers in two of our classrooms  
are “time sharing”.  That is, one teacher will be with us 
for two weeks, and the other teacher is present the    
following two weeks, while the first teacher takes a  
little vacation.   The children have adjusted well to this 
schedule and have profited from the gifts of these fine 
teachers.   

 Our teachers come to us from a variety of 
schools including Colonial Village, Nativity School  in 
West Seneca and Kalfas School.  All have considerable 
experience in the elementary grades.   

 We always seek to meet the social and            
emotional needs of our students, and in October,     
nineteen of us, teachers as well as volunteers, attended 
a webcast entitled Trauma-Informed Compassionate 
Classrooms.  This webcast spoke of children who have 
difficulty learning as a result of the trauma they have 
experienced.  

Save   
The  
Date 

Francis Center Art Show 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 

5 p.m. 



Our Teacher on Special Assignment  

 As they run to Francis Center each 
day after school, children from Niagara 
Street School who attend our after school 
program are greeted and welcomed at the 
back door by our “teacher on special            
assignment,” Sister Barbara.  

 In snow and sleet, in rain and          
sunshine, Sister Barbara greets each child 
with a warm smile.  This is just one of her 
duties as “teacher on special assignment.” 

Fine Arts Fridays 

If you put food and shelter in the inner city, you will reap survival.   

If you put art and beauty and values there, you will reap soul.   

To develop fully human beings in this society we must provide more than food and shelter.   

We must give living skills, group skills, and the civilizing value of the fine arts as well.  

(Joan Chittister, OSB)  

 This is our belief as we invite our 

children to participate in painting and 

mixed media each Friday.  Miss Connie and 

Miss Chris take turns sharing their artistic 

talent with our children each Friday,         

enabling them to produce beautiful works 

of art which are framed and displayed at 

our annual Children’s Art Show.  This year 

our Art Show will be held on Thursday, 

May 23 at 5:00 p.m.  Please come and    

support the   efforts of our budding artists. 

Welcome! 



And We Have Fun, Too ! 

Wish List 

-school supplies  

(glue sticks, pencils, children’s scissors,                   
2 pocket folders, primary ruled composition 
books from Office Max; 

-small prizes for birthdays and for student of the 
week 

-a functioning computer for each classroom 

A Special Fund Raising Event  

 

 David Taylor, a professor at Niagara University, and a member of the Francis Center Future    
Planning Committee, celebrated his 50th birthday in November.  He planned an event to celebrate his 
birthday at the new train station in Niagara Falls and to give the proceeds to benefit Francis Center! 

 We wanted our children to meet Dave so we invited him to come to the Center.  Dave’s wife, 
Christina, and their two young daughters also came.  The children sang to Dave and presented him with 
a drawing made by one of our children.  After the celebration at the train station Dave presented Francis 
Center with a monetary gift and also many wonderful books. Thank you, Dave! 

You Make Us Happy! 

Francis Center is a non-profit ministry that     
depends upon the generous support of so many 
who believe in the good we’re doing.  We are 
grateful to our many faithful  volunteers and our 
many donors.  This year we are also grateful to 
the following grantors: 

Almar Family Foundation 

Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo 

The Grace Foundation 

M&T Foundation 

Providence Fund 

Poverello Fund 

335 24th Street 

Niagara Falls, NY  14303 

716-284-2050 

Visit us on-line:  www.franciscenter.com 

Follow us on Facebook: FrancisCenterNiagaraFalls 


